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breakdown oF THe nUMber oF TUnneLs by LengHT

TUnneL CHaraCTerIsTICs CUMULaTIve LengTH (408 kM oF TUnneLs)
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Interdepartmental directorate of roads  
(Idr) outside the Île-de-France region 53 5,2 % 18 8,7 % 7 12,1 %

Idr Île-de-France 55 5,4 % 25 12 % 7 12,1 %

Motorway Concession compagny (MCC) 83 8,2 % 49 23,6 % 21 36,2 %

Cross-border (Cb) 4 0,4 % 4 1,9 % 3 5,2 %

subtotal 195 96 38
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départemental Councils (dC) 466 46,1 % 44 21,2 % 4 6,9 %

Public establishment for
Intercommunal Cooperation (PeIC) 148 14,6 % 30 14,4 % 10 17,2 %

Municipality 116 11,5 % 18 8,7 % 1 1,7 %

overseas departmental
Concils or Corsica (odCoC) 28 2,8 % 5 2,4 % no 0 %

other local authorities 55 5,4 % 12 5,8 % 2 3,4 %

Cross-border (Cb) 3 0,3 % 3 1,4 % 3 5,2 %

subtotal 816 112 20

ToTaL 1 011 208 58

all lengths

80,7%
19,3 %

Length
> 300 m

46,2%
53,8 %

Length
> 1 000 m

65,5%
34,5 %

93%
of the cumulative

length
is illuminated

65%
of the cumulative

length
is ventilated

54%
of the cumulative

length is
in urban areas

68% 
of the cumulative length 

comprises
 one-way traffic

37% 
of the cumulative length 
is present on the trans-

european network

137 km
81 km
62 km
56 km
27 km
22 km
6,6 km
16 km

oPeraTor (CUMULaTIve LengTH)

MCC
Idr
dC

PeIC
Municipality

Cb
odCoC

other

TyPe oF TUnneL (CUMULaTIve LengTH)

bored tunnel
Cut and cover

Mixed
Immersed

other

232 km
146 km
22 km
6,1 km
1,6 km

TUnneL observaTory

outside the nrn nrn

*  The national road network is managed by the state
For tunnels longer than 300 m, special regulations apply (see CeTU-Information document n°21).
similarly, for tunnels longer than 500 m, certain tunnels must meet additional european requirements (see Ten p4).

http://www.cetu.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/CETU-Note_Info_21_2011.pdf


5 road TUnneLs over 5 kM Long!

breakdown by TyPe oF aUTHorIsed dangeroUs goods 

breakdown by TyPe oF TraFFIC In THe TUnneL

Tunnel name Length in France (m) Total length (m) owner

FréjUs (France / Italy) 6 580 12 870 sFTrF / sITaF

MonT-bLanC (France / Italy) 7 640 11 600 aTMb / sITMb

dUPLex a86 (Hauts-de-seine / yvelines) 10 100 CoFIroUTe

soMPorT (France / spain) 2 871 8 597 spanish state

MaUrICe LeMaIre (vosges / Haut-rhin) 6 950 aPrr

54%
of tunnels

longer than 300m are
subject to the strictest 

restrictions (category e*)

804
tunnels are
single-tube 

37% 
allow
free transit (categorie a*)

20% 
are unidirectional, with the second
direction generally passing in the open
air (e.g. Ponserand - 73, borne romaine
- 06...)

64%
of tunnels are 
bi-directional

UnIdIreCTIonaL TwIn-TUbe UnIdIreCTIonaL sIngLe-TUbe bI-dIreCTIonaL sIngLe-TUbe
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* adr category, see CeTU – note d’information n°17 for more details
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https://www.cetu.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/CetuInfo17_juillet09_mod2016.pdf


geograPHICaL breakdown oF TUnneLs

breakdown oF TUnneLs by age 

road TUnneLs by geograPHICaL deParTMenT In
MeTroPoLITan FranCe

 several tunnels

 single tunnel

number of tunnels by  
department

 no tunnel
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1820
year in which the first bored 
tunnel (Les échelles) began 
operation. It is 294 m long 
and is located in the savoie 
department.

1480
year in which the oldest tunnel (La Traversette) 
was excavated. It is now pedestrianised and  
75 m long. It lies an altitude of 2.900 m on the 
French-Italian border.

1889
year in which  the first cut-and-cover 
tunnel (saint-Hermentaire) began 
operation. with a lenght of 158 m, it 
is located in the var department.
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For more details, go to observatoiredestunnels.fr

The graph only takes into account tunnels for which the age is known, i.e. 93% of the total length of French tunnels.
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https://observatoiredestunnels.fr/


TUnneLs on THe Trans-eUroPean neTwork (Ten)

TUnneLs on THe Ten
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Tunnel length 
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 - 500 m

rTe network 2024 

 Low 

 High

Tunnels longer than 500 m on the Ten are subject to european directive 2004/54/eC. 

This directive notably requires the appointment of a «safety officer» for each tunnel and the systematic transmission of an 
incident report to the prefectural authorities after each event occurring in a tunnel (additional requirement compared to 
French regulations).

The list of the 42 tunnels over 500 m in length on the trans-european road network is given in article r. 118-4-

1 of the Highway Code. Cross-border tunnels on the Ten do not appear in this article, but they are subject to

the same directive 2004/54/eC.

ConTaCT

observatoiretunnels.cetu@developpement-durable.gouv.fr

romain MerCIer / Céline greFFeT
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